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times I was then having there with Thelma, took
strong exception to " my little ways ?' with her and
roundly reprimanded me for letting myself go like
a boy. I half laughed at the pretty lecturing I got,
but a natural reaction followed and for the rest
of the evening I was out of humour with myself,
imagining all sorts of annoyance I had unwittingly
caused my people. As I have said before, this is the
difficulty our young people have to contend against,
that while they are brought up on the ordinary
English literature of love and adventure and their
imaginations stirred by actual sights seen on the
stage and cinema-screen, they are expected to
repress all feelings which are naturally awakened by
these sights and readings and which inevitably find
expression when an opportunity presents itself. I
wrote back to say that though in a way I felt grieved
that they should have taken to heart my little doings
at St. Adolphe, it was not in my nature either to
regret any act of my life or put up a defence for it.
Besides, I said, I have never on any occasion regretted
having given expression to the natural impulses of
my life, and in this particular instance I saw no
wrong or harm whatever in having given a full and
free outlet to them. The wrongand harm, I continued,
would assuredly have arisen, had the affections of
either been pledged already or had I forced my
attentions on Thelma or had she contrived to secure
mine. But as it was, it was all so natural,and so
perfectly spontaneous and so tenderly manifested
besides, that I really hoped they did not seriously
believe that either of us was irretrievably ruined in